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CLERK-MAXWELL'S PAPERS*.
[Nature, XLIII. pp. 26, 27, 1890.]
THE gratitude with which we receive these fine volumes is not unmingled with complaint. During the eleven years which have elapsed since the master left us, the disciples have not been idle, but their work has been deprived, to all appearance unnecessarily, of the assistance which would have been afforded by this collection of his works. However, it behoves us to look forward rather than backward; and no one can doubt that for many years to come earnest students at home and abroad will derive inspiration from Maxwell's writings, and will feel thankful to Mr Niven and the committee of friends and admirers for the convenient and handsome form in which they are here presented.
Under the modest title of preface, the editor contributes a sketch of Maxwell's life, which will be valued even by those who are acquainted with the larger work of Profs. Lewis Campbell and W. Garnett; and while abstaining from entering at length into a discussion of the relation which Maxwell's work bears historically to that of his predecessors, or attempting to estimate the effect which it had upon the scientific thought of the present day, he points out under the various heads what were the leading advances made.
In the body of the work the editor's additions reduce themselves to a few iiseful footnotes, placed in square brackets. Doubtless there is some difficulty in knowing where to stop, but the number of these footnotes might, I think, have been increased. For example, the last term in the differential equation of a stream-function symmetrical about an axis is allowed to stand with a wrong sign (Vol. I. p. 591) and on the following page the fifth term in the
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